
  

 
St Bernard’s School Newsletter 

09 February 2021 Term 1, Week 2 

Upcoming Events 

 

February 

08 - Waitangi Day 

10 - Whole School Mass 

11 - Meet the Teacher Evening  

12 - Assembly 2.15pm 

17 - Ash Wednesday Mass 

24 - Capital E Yrs 4-8 

March 

02 - Assembly 2.15pm 

08 -ASB Get Wise Visit Yr 3-8 

26 - Assembly 2.15pm 

31 - Easter Liturgy 

April 

01 - Teacher Only Day 

02 - Good Friday 

05 - Easter Monday 

06 - Easter Tuesday 

16 - Term 1 Finishes, 3pm 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Thurs 4 Feb - Fri 16 Apr 

Term 2 Mon 3 May - Friday 9 July 

Term 3 Mon 26 Jul - Fri 01 Oct 

Term 4 Mon 18 Oct - Thurs 16 Dec 

 

 

Contact Us 

Office@stbernards.school.nz 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

Ph: 04 3899 377 

 

 

Principals Message 

 

Welcome back everyone to the start of 2021. It was so lovely last week to catch up with the 

children, eager to share their stories from the Summer break but also excited to get back 

into school life.  

One highlight from our Summer was a break in Ashburton to visit Mr Small’s family and 

for Bella to experience where he grew up. Here is Mr Small with some of his cousins and 

siblings. 

 

 
Teaching Team Members 

Mrs Sheldon Wilson is teaching in Room 1. We are so lucky she agreed to join our team. 

Her wealth of junior experience and calming nature will ensure our children have the best 

possible start to their school journey, in an environment where they feel safe and therefore 

willing to take on new challenges.  

Mrs Treena Tiller is teaching in Room 2 and is also our new DRS (Director of Religious 

Studies). Treena’s middle school experience makes her ideally placed to help the younger 

children develop into independent learners and to give our older children a real chance to 

learn how to set and monitor their own goals.  

Mr Small continues as our Room 4 teacher. He is looking forward to the changes to our 

intermediate programme. Our Year 7 and 8 students will be given the chance to choose 

from options such as, French, cooking, creative writing and science badges, to name a few. 

All this whilst still maintaining the quality teaching focus on traditional curriculum areas 

and the opportunities for leadership that a small school can offer to everyone.   
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College Ready 
One of the things we are proud of as a school is how ready our students are when they arrive at college and how 

successful they are during their college years. Here are some of last year’s Year 8s on their first days.  

 
Family Display 
Thank you to those families who have sent me a family photo. The display is up in the hall and looking fabulous- even 

if I do say so myself. If you have yet to send in a photo, please do so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ahead for 2021 

Inquiry 
Our overarching theme for the year will be Who Am I? Ko wai ahau? 

We are going to be looking at our personal backgrounds, cultures and life experiences, and sharing them with each 

other. We want to get as many family members involved in the learning as we can. Who better to teach the children 

about places such as Indonesia, Ethiopia and Canada than those family members who have firsthand experience of 

them?  

Kura Ahurea 
We have joined a programme called Kura Ahurea which will help us discover the stories and places in our local area of 

Maori significance. It will also help us to further develop the use of Te Reo Maori in our class programmes.  

 

 



Science 
We have been given Ministry of Education funding for some science professional development and will be working 

with a facilitator called Stephen Williams. Many of the children fondly remember working with him a couple of years 

back. We will be continuing with our weekly science lessons but this year they will be Science Tuesdays.  

Art 
We have employed an art teacher, Vanessa Shilston, who will teach art in each class for one session each week, six 

weeks a term. She has lots of experience working with children and creating some amazing artwork with them. 

Sport 
In Term 1 we will be attending the ASB Centre for gymnastics (Y1-4) and Ultimate Frisbee (Y5-8). 

In Term 2 we will be joined by coaches from Island Bay United for football sessions.  

In Term 3 we will focus on dance, ready for DanceSplash, and athletics. 

In Term 4 we will be swimming at the Aquatic Centre.  

We will continue to enter Southern Zone events and train for each of these in class sessions prior to the events.  

 

Communication 

Classdojo 
You will soon receive an invitation from class teachers to join Classdojo. Please accept the invitation, even if you 

already had a link last year. Teachers will continue to use this forum to send messages, share class activities and also 

for children to record their own learning to share with you.  

School App 
If you have not already done so, please download the school app (Skoolloop) onto your phones. This forum is a way to 

access newsletters, the school calendar, book learning conference appointments and for us to communicate information 

with you. If you do not wish to use the schoolapp please let Mrs Small know so that we can ensure you get the 

necessary information in another form.  

Email 
Teachers can be contacted by email: 

treena@stbernards.school.nz     sheldon@stbernards.school.nz      nick@stbernards.school.nz 

Emails will be responded to in a timely manner. If the message is important and needs a quick response, please email 

Katrina or Mrs Small as teachers do not read emails during classtime.  

Facebook 
School activities are placed on our Facebook page. Please share what we have been up to with your family and friends. 

Let’s get what is happening at our amazing school out there.  

 

 

Faith 

 

Start of Year Mass 
At 9am, this Wednesday 10th February, please join us for our start of year Mass in the school hall. It would be lovely 

to have as many members of community joining us as possible. 

 

 

 

School News 

 

Welcome 

We are delighted to welcome Michaela to school.  Michaela turned 5 over the holidays and has 

joined her brother Blake at St Bernard’s. Welome to school Michaela! 
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Meet the Teacher 
Please join us on Thursday evening from 5-7pm for our annual social evening to meet the teachers. Bring along your 

dinner, catch up with friends and meet some new families. At 6pm Mrs Wilson and Mr Small will talk to Room 1 and 

4 parents about their class routines, homework, expectations etc. At 6.20pm, Mrs Tiller will meet with Room 2 

parents.  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to the Harris family on the arrival of their daughter, Micah.  

 

School Office Hours 

A wee reminder of the school’s office hours. If you need to get hold of someone outside 

of theses hours, please either call 3899377 and leave a message or email Mrs Small. 

 8.30 to 3pm Monday and Wednesday 

 8.30 to 2pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

 

 

Sun Hats 

Sun hats are a compulsory part of the school uniform for Terms 1 and 4. Please check that your child still 

has a school sunhat and if they do not, please ensure that the missing one is replaced promptly. 

 

Stationery lists for 2021 
These were included with your children’s reports. Copies are also available on the school website and on 

www.myschool.co.nz. (Stationery can be ordered online at this site.) 

We ask that all children return to school with their full stationery order.  

The tissues you are asked to supply are made available in classrooms. This helps to reduce the risk of infections from 

children not using handkerchiefs. Please supply a large box of tissues.   

 

Dental Nurse Visit 
As the mobile dental clinic couldn’t visit us onsite last year due to covid 19, they rescheduled our visit for 

the first week back this year. They will be onsite until this Wednesday 10 Feb. Please check your child’s 

bag for any notes/further appointments they may have brought home form the dental nurse. 

 

 

No Peanuts or Peanut Products at School 
A small reminder that we have children in our school who are allergic to peanuts. It is important that children 

do not bring foods to school that contain peanuts. This includes food bars that children are bringing to school, 

these need to be checked for peanut content. 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Izzy, Ethan, Riley, Danica, Mason and Inigo who all had 

birthdays during the school Holidays. We hope you all had wonderful, fun filled 

birthdays. 

 

 

Library Visits 
Please add Brooklyn library visits to your diaries and help the children remember to return their books to school on 

that day. Any books not returned on the class visit day will need to be returned yourselves. 

Room 1:       February 16  Room 2:       February 23  Room 4:      March 2 

                     March 16                         March 23                 March 30 

 

Fonterra Milk for Schools 

Fonterra decided to end its school milk programme at the end of last year. 

Instead, they are partnering with Sanitarium and the Ministry for Social Development to contribute to Kickstart 

Breakfast, which provides meals to 1000 schools in need, they are also partnering with the NZ Food Network to 

distribute dairy products to charities and foodbanks.  



During lockdown last year Fonterra redirected one million cartons of milk to food banks and charities, which 

motivated the change in direction. “We can see there’s a need for us to expand our thinking and take a more holistic 

approach that reaches more people, which is why we’re making these changes.” Fonterra chief executive Miles Hurrell 

 

 

2021 dates 
Below are our school term dates for 2021. Dates are also given for teacher only days. 

 

Term Dates No half days notes 

1 4th February – 16th April 96 Closed: 8th Feb (Waitangi Day),  

2nd April (Good Friday), 5th and 6th April 

(Easter Monday and Tuesday) 

Teacher Only Day: 1st April 

2 3rd May – 9th July 98 Closed: 7th June (Queen’s Birthday) 

Teacher Only Day: 4th June, 9th July 

3 26th July – 1st October 100  

4 18th October – 16th December  86 Closed: 25th October (Labour Day) 

                                                                     

 

Class Programmes 

 

Class Programmes 
Here is a photo of Room 4 ready to start another fun action-packed school year! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Notices 

 
Marrzipan Drama - Self-Confidence classes at St. Bernard’s. Spaces Available for Term 1 2021! 
Marrzipan have gained a huge reputation in New Zealand for the development of shy children, especially those with 

anxiety, autism and selective mutism. Saying that, this is a class for the super crazy and dramatic types too, as we focus 

on positive leadership and social skills. Our classes focus on inner and outer self-confidence, and are super fun and 

exciting for children. Parents are kept up to date with weekly emails about what’s been covered in class and why, as 

well as what you can work on at home. We have two awesome showcases at the end of every term too, so you can see 

your child’s development first hand as they perform in one of our termly productions.  
Our classes will be running on Friday, at 10.30am. Spaces are limited to 10-14 students, to sign up for a non-

obligatory trial lesson - please register your interest by emailing josh@marrzipandrama.co.nz. See you there!  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_7496256971322593674_m_-1757642299400578526_sent/_blank

