St Bernard’s School Newsletter
07 November 2022

Upcoming Events
November
07 - Swimming
08 - Central Zone Athletics

Term 4, Week 4

Principals Message
Thank you to those parents who have completed the survey I sent out last week. It is great
to hear the things you love about St Bernard’s. It is also really useful to know how you feel
we could further improve what we offer the children. There is still time if you wish to
complete the survey. It will only take 5 minutes of your time and I’d really like to get a
wide a set of views as possible.

08 - Scientist Visit, Whole School
11 - Caritas Challenge Day

It’s lovely to have Room 4 back after their time in New Plymouth. Check out the school
Facebook page to see what they have been up to.

13 - Working Bee
14 - Swimming

Lisa

21 - Swimming
28 - Swimming
December
05 - Swimming
05 - Leavers Dinner (TBC)
07 - Leavers Mass 9am
08 - Nativity Play 6pm
12 - Swimming
16 -Term 4 Ends, 12.30pm

2023 Term Dates
Term 1 Thur 2 Feb Jul - Thur 6 Apr
Term 2 Mon 24 Apr - Thur 29 Jun
Term 3 Mon 17 Jul - Fri 22 Sept
Term 4 Mon 09 Oct - Tues 19 Dec
Fri 30 June – Teacher Only Day

Contact Us
Office@stbernards.school.nz
www.stbernards.school.nz
Ph: 04 3899 377

Special Character
Parish Newsletter
This week’s Parish newsletter is available here
From the DRS
Caritas 1 Day Challenge is this Friday!
Please bring your donated items for the White Elephant Stall to Room 4 by Thursday so we
can sort, price and display them ready for sale on Friday afternoon. The White Elephant
Stall will have great Christmas gift cards and tags for you and your child to purchase as
well as toys/books/trinkets etc, great for gift ideas and stocking fillers. Please support this
fundraising initiative by coming along and buying something at the White Elephant Stall
from 2:45pm on Friday. Remember, for every one dollar raised, the New Zealand Aid
Foundation will match it with three dollars. Thank you for your support.

School Administration
Working Bee
This Sunday 13th November, we will be holding a working bee. Please put the date in your
diary and block out an hour or two to come along and help. We are going to be washing the
outside of the buildings, water blasting the grounds, weeding, doing some of DIY maintenance
and a bit of painting. Children are welcome and we’ll put some sausages on for lunch.
Condolences
We send our heartfelt condolences to the Rees family. Toby’s Gran passed away last week.
Please keep their family in your prayers.

Class Programmes

Room 1
Mondays mean swimming lessons for Room One and we are really enjoying our time down at the pools.
Preparations have started for our end of year Nativity show and we are loving learning the Christmas waiata for the
performance.
As part of our inquiry, we have started researching our own landmarks/ buildings in the Wellington area. We are
learning how to ask good questions, how to identify important information and how to take notes from information we
have read or watched. This can be a tricky task so we are working in groups with the teacher or having older learners
support us.
In pangarau last week, we continued with measurement and started measuring and drawing lines accurately using a
ruler.
Art was a real highlight for us too and we cannot wait to share our finished pieces. To link in with our work around
'Iggy Peck Architect', buildings and their history, we looked at James Rizzi's cityscapes and tried to replicate some of
his ideas.

Room 2
Room 2 students have been amazing this week. For our Communion of
Saints Strand in Religious Education we have been learning about Te Wā our journey of life, this includes discussions about dying, purgatory, hell
and our souls going to Heaven. The students thoughtfully discussed death
and remembered those who they know have died. Fr Doug celebrated Mass
with us on Wednesday, All Souls Day, where we offered the Mass for our
loved ones who have passed away. We wrote their names on praying hands
and displayed the poster during Mass. On Friday we talked about eternal
life - living with God in happiness and joy. The students drew what they
imagine heaven may look like. I was delighted and proud of their focus and
efforts during this topic.

As part of our inquiry focus, "Past, Present and Future",
the students have learnt about SMART (Specific,
measurable, achievable, realistic and timely) goals.
They created posters about "Future Me" recording what
they want to be when they grow up and identified steps
they would need to achieve their goals in life.

Room 4
Last week, Room 4 travelled up to TOPEC (Taranaki Outdoor Physical
Education Centre) for our camp. Right from the start it was a fantastic,
challenging and rewarding experience for all the children and adults.
Day 1, Monday. The long drive up to TOPEC. There were breaks in
Levin and Virginia Lakes in Whanganui before we arrived at TOPEC at
4:15 pm.
After we arrived at settled in, it was time to make tea, do dishes and go
for a mini bush walk to try and spot some glow worms. Finally, it was
time for bed, bringing Day 1 to a close!

Day 2: Tuesday. The day's first activity was white water rafting down an artificial river, involving rapids! The children
had to get fitted out with wetsuits, lifejackets and helmets! After the rafting - it was on to the afternoon activities.
Abseiling was first, followed by the aptly named Flying Kiwi! It was great to see the children working together and
supporting each other and the adults during the activities.

Day 3: Wednesday. The first activity was kayaking; again, it was time to don wetsuits, lifejackets and helmets. Before
we headed off to the lake lunches were made and ready to use for the bush walk. Luckily for Mr Small, the children
were in another part of the lake when he fell in and had to be hauled back onto his kayak by one of the
instructors! After kayaking, we returned to TOPEC for lunch and prepared for the afternoon bushwalk. The bushwalk
activity involved reading maps, making shelters, making a fire and roasting marshmallows! After tea on Wednesday
night, the children used the skills, Titch (our TOPEC instructor), taught them, made a fire, and began roasting lots of
marshmallows! Soon it was time for bed and the end of Day 3 of camp!

Day 4: Thursday. Room 4 had to say goodbye to Titch - our fantastic instructor who
taught the children so much during our time at TOPEC. She supported them every step,
and it was sad to say goodbye! However, the adventure was not quite over for Room 4 as
we also visited the Taranaki Aviation Technology and Transport Museum. The transport
museum was a quick five minute drive up the road. At the museum the children were able
to see lots of machines and cars used in the past. Finally, the long drive home beckoned
and quick stops in Whanganui and Levin provided time for snacks, toilet breaks and a
stretch of legs!
A BIG THANKS to Tim Smith, Gywn Rees and Alice Harper for coming to camp and
helping it to be the best experience possible for Room 4!

