St Bernard’s School Newsletter
14 March 2022

Upcoming Events
March
15 - First Aid Sessions
April

Term 1, Week 7

Principals Message
Today we played our part to support those in Ukraine who are suffering due the Russian
invasion. We dressed in yellow and blue, the Ukranian national colours, and gave gold coin
donations to support Caritas in their efforts, raising $138. Thank you to Mrs Tiller for
dressing up the school too. Thank you also to Esther and Greta who made badges for
everyone- the yellow grain below and the blue sky above.

04 - 3 Way Conferences (TBC)
05 - 3 Way Conferences (TBC)
16 - Term 1 Finishes, 3pm

2022 Term Dates
Term 1 Thurs 3 Feb - Thurs 14
Apr
Term 2 Mon 2 May - Thurs 7
July
Term 3 Mon 25 Jul - Fri 30 Sept
Term 4 Mon 17 Oct - Fri 16 Dec
Teacher Only Day - Fri 8 July

Contact Us
Office@stbernards.school.nz
www.stbernards.school.nz
Ph: 04 3899 377

Covid Latest
As of 11.59pm last Friday, isolation rules have changed.
Day zero is the day your symptoms appeared or your test was taken, dependent on which
came first. You do not need a negative test before returning to school, just to be symptom
free.
Household contact:
If you live with someone who tests positive, you should test on day 3 and 7. If you still have
symptoms on day 7 you must continue to isolate until your symptoms have stopped for 24
hours.

Playground Improvements
After filling some holes in the asphalt, I decided the ground looked a bit sad, so I got busy! The children had a lovely
time today playing on the roads with their cars.
Lisa

Faith
As we continue to move through uncertain times Pope Francis has given us advice as we move through Lent.
• Fast from hurtful words and speak kind words.
• Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
• Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
• Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
• Fast from worries and have trust in God.
• Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
• Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
• Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
• Fast from selfishness and be compassionate.
• Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
• Fast from words and be silent so you can listen
Mercy Value Poems
Mrs Tiller set the children a challenge to write poems based around our school
values. Here are the efforts of our winners, Greta, Beatrice and Esther.

School news
Library Visits Unfortunately, under the red setting guidelines we are unable to visit the Brooklyn Library. During this
time if you would like your child to borrow extra books from the school library, please let us know. The children are
allowed to change their books daily at lunchtimes all year round.

Happy Birthday to Erin, Joshua and Lea. Erin turns 9 today, Joshua turns 8 today and
Lea will turn 6 on Sunday. We hope you all have wonderful, fun filled birthdays.

Class Programmes
Room 1
Last week in Room One as part of science, we loved
learning about minibeast adaptations and designing our own
minibeast. We had to think carefully about whether it needed
to camouflage itself or be brightly coloured to warn
predators. We had to decide how our minibeast moved and
how it ate.
In te Reo Maori, we have been learning how to greet others
and introduce ourselves.
In literacy, we had an amazing week with our special soft toys. We spoke about why they were special to us, labelled
them and wrote descriptions. We have been reading the book ‘The Sea Saw’ by Tom Percival. In the story, the main
character, Sofia, has her own much-loved bear. We are looking forward to continuing our work on this book over the
next two weeks.
My bear is medium sized. He is so cute and very fluffy. Whenever I sleep, he comes to sleep with me. In the morning,
I pretend to feed him. His name is Teddyman. - Samuel
My bear is light brown. It is so fluffy and soft. It came all the way from Canada. He makes me soo happy. His name is
Olive. - Kate

Room 2
Week 6 flew by! New Zealand Seaweek was our focus for reading and writing this week. In mathematics we
continued to learn strategies for solving addition and subtraction.

For our religious education, the Lenten themes of prayer, fasting and almsgiving have been our focus. This has
included saying extra prayers, especially for peace in the Ukraine. Inspired by Ukraine's national flower, we learnt
about Vincent Van Gogh's 7 sunflower paintings and created our own pastel drawings of sunflowers. As Pablo Picasso
said, "Every child is an artist.”
The

Wellington Cricket session on Friday was a highlight of the week. It was great to see the students' throwing accuracy
improve as well as their overall understanding of the game of cricket.

Room 4
Last Tuesday, Stephen Williams joined us in with Room 4. We used Stephen's incredible science knowledge about
forces, and how they would be in action when we ran our CD Balloon experiment! First, there were science diagrams,
discussions and input from the students before we went over to the hall to get the CDs and balloons in action. After
blowing up balloons and attaching them to the bottle tops glued to the CDs it was time to pull the lids up let the air
escape and watch the CDs hover across the hall!

Some of our boys have a new hobby- metal collecting! They
have been exploring the playground and using their magnets to
find metal. I didn’t realise there were so many rusty old items
around the grounds.

